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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Fifth Report — “From Words to Action: Fulfilling the Obligation to be Child Safe” — 
Government Response — Statement by Leader of the House 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [10.53 am]: On behalf of the Minister for 
Child Protection, I rise to table the government’s response to the fifth report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Commissioner for Children and Young People, titled “From Words to Action: Fulfilling the Obligation to be 
Child Safe”, which was tabled on 13 August 2020 in both houses of Parliament. 
The committee considered the scope and direction of work being undertaken to implement the National Principles 
for Child Safe Organisations and the oversight mechanisms to monitor and enforce those principles. This work has 
been ongoing as part of the response to the 409 recommendations made by the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, which the Western Australian government has been unequivocal in supporting. 
The joint standing committee made 19 recommendations that I am pleased to inform the house the government has 
either accepted or accepted in principle through our response. The government thanks the members of the committee 
and the parliamentary staff involved in this work as their efforts are helping to develop and guide this important 
and complex policy reform. 
As part of this government response, I table also the Parliamentary Commissioner Amendment (Reportable Conduct) 
Bill 2020 as a green bill for public consultation. The green bill has been drafted following consultation with key 
stakeholders. Further information about the green bill is available on the Ombudsman’s website and submissions 
from the public can be lodged until 31 January 2021. The draft bill seeks to establish a reportable conduct scheme, as 
recommended by the royal commission, to provide independent oversight of how organisations handle allegations of 
and convictions for child abuse. The bill will compel heads of organisations to notify the Ombudsman of misconduct 
involving children within their organisation so that the Ombudsman can then review investigation findings or 
undertake investigations on their own motion. 
An estimated 4 000 organisations in Western Australia will be covered by the reportable conduct scheme, including 
accommodation and residential services; religious institutions; childcare services; child protection and out-of-home 
care services; disability services; education services; health services; and justice and detention services. It is important 
that we get it right, which the McGowan government is committed to doing in the interests of child safety. 
[See papers 4610 and 4611.] 
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